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Par R ON AGE is the Magnet of a Miniſ- 


ter. Ever ſince the affairs of the Eaft-India 
Company became objects of Miniſterial inter- 


ference, the ſucceſſive Miniſters have graſped 


at the abſorption of their power. Tf we exa- 


: mine the motives of this conduct, we ſhal] find 


them to have proceeded from narrow and ſel 


fiſh ambition—We ſhall find, that their re- 
tainers bave been employed to traduce the 
characters i a People at large, inſtead of re- 


Probating only the few, . may have deſerved 


it. Such has been the ungenerous, ſuch the 


8 22 


. Fg — r 


— 


c 
—_— — — — 


* 
1 
ms 
[5 
1% 
. 
1 
*% 
1% 
7% 
\ 
+ 
. 
7 
i 
5 
14 
* 
4 
1 
{ 1 
A 
4 
1 


wah» — 


= 
"+ 


CEE ES 


4 
<< 


— 


— — —_—_— 


—- ” 
. 


ES 
— 


2 * * 
We ER r_— — ms IS. FR Eo 
— FT . 
- * * * . Cone” on, = 8 * 
— r 2 8 os ws 
WW n IR. 


N [i] 


unjuf treatment of our — avan. the Bri- 


tim inhabitants or Aſia! 


Let diſpaſſionate perſons abſtract, from the 


numberleſs volumes, with which angry and 


"envious men have loaded ghe preſs, a liſt of the 
Gentlemen of India, againſt whom any ſpecific 
charges have been alledged—They are not 
aware, how very few they will find. Let theſe 
: few be compared to the total number of ſer- 


vants employed during the periods, in which 


the miſdemeanors are ſaid to be committed; and 
then let us look about us at omen and elſe 
where, amongſt the ſervants of the Nation, and 
ſee, in whoſe favour the ſcale of Integrity will 
preponderate. But i, unhappily, an excep- 
tionable character or two ſnould have been 
found i in a certain Aſſembly, is it therefore to be 


preſumed, that the whole are corrupt and pro- 


© fligate? This would be an abſurd, a ground- 


leſs, ad an impertinent inference; yet neither 


more 


nent than to vilify the generality of other nu- 


merous and reſpectable Societies of Gentlemen, 


for the alledged faults, or even for the aſcertain- 
ed crimes of a few. And who are theſe Gen- 
ilemen of India Are they not our children, 


our relations, and fellow citizens | oh Do we not 


carefully teach them all the precepts of mo- 


rality, and beſtow great expence in procuring 
them the beſt education, in order to qualify 
them for publie ſtations in that country * „ 
theſe exertions of friendſhip, and of parental 

kindneſs, compatible with a purpoſe of con- 
8 ſigning them to certain obloquy, on the very 


precarious chance of their returning to us with 


fortunes? No; our character is not ſo de- 


baſed. We think, and we have reaſon on the 
beſt grounds to think, as favourably of the 
Gentlemen of India, as of any other deſerip- 


tion of men.—Even in their moſt limited cir- 


cumſtances, they ſhare their incomes with ſuch 
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more abjurd, more groundleſs, nor more imperti- 
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31 
of their relations, as require it. Their BENE vVO/ 


LENCE and HosP1TALITY is proverbial: and 


does not Philoſophy teach us, that the ſenti- 
ments, which produce ſuch general effects in 
ſociety, are totally irceconcileable to the depra- 


vity, that has been ſo falſely aſcribed to them 


by intereſted men ? and unfortunately with ſuch. 


ſucceſs, that we ſeem, for a time, to have 


forgot the deareſt ties of affection and intereſt, 


by which we are connected with our relations 


abroad; and to have looked with indifference 


on every mark of diſhonour and mortification 


impoſed upon them! We have ſuffered our 
judgement to be too long overwhelmed in the 


political vortex of a few individuals. One at- 


tack, of recent memory, was repulſed, as an 


attempt to lay violent hands on Mercantile 


Charters but what followed? Mr. Pitt took 


1 the ſame Fortreſs by Sap, which Mr. Fox had - 
aſſailed by Storm : and whilſt we only regarded 


the Dramalis Perſon, we loſt 5 ish of the Plan 
of 


1 

of the Piece —— A Charter, more valuable than 
ten thouſand Mercantile - parchments, THE 
GREAT CHARTER Or ENGLISH LIBERTY, has 
been violated. One numerous and reſpectable 
_ claſs of our fellow ſubjects have been disfran- 
chiſed of the greateſt and moſt ſubſtantial 
bleffings of Freedom, deprived of the Trial by 
Jury, and doomed to be dragged eighteen or 


twenty thonfand miles, to be proſecuted for 


offences, moſt fairly and moſt properly triable 


only e on the ſpot, where the evidence of guilt 


or innocence can be obtained; and where there 


isa competent Fudicature already eftabliſhed. 


But though the nation, for a while, remained 
| inſenſible to the blows aimed at the Conſtitu- 


tion, our chillies, againſt whom they were moſt 


immediately directed, though far from this land 


of freedom, yet teeming with the love of li- 
berty and of their country, have reminded us of 


our duty; and fhall we neglect it? Shall we 


refuſe 
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refuſe them that Juſtice, which they claim in 


the language of duty and affeQion, yet with 
the freedom of Britons, which proves them to 
be indeed our children? Parental duties, the ties 


of nature, and even policy, forbid it. 


1, I beir petitions from India for redreſs are al- 


ready in the hands of the Public; but tbe fol- 


a. Jowing letter from the Bengal army, intimately 
it connected with the ſame ſubject, not having yet 
i met the public eye, it is a good ſervice to the 
1 State to bring it into general view, becauſe It 
| contains in very intelligible terms, the ſentiments 
|. of one of the moſt reſpectable bodies of gen- 
| tlemen i in the world, on a ſubject which has not 
yet received the liberal conſideration it ſo emi- 
nently deſerves; and becauſe it will enable men 
of refiecting minds to Judge what the effect may 
be, not only of fighting and neglecting tem- 

- perate applications for redreſs, and of rreading | 
the feelings of high-minded men under the cold 

5 and 


I 


and iron foot of indifference, but of adding the 


further, various and more © intolerable griev- 
ances,” 'in which they have fince been impli- 
cated with their fellow ſervants of the civil 


line. 


We are taught to believe that certain cauſes 
muſt inevitably produce certain effects; it is 
therefore. the general duty of the nation, but 
moſt peculiarly incumbent on Miniſters, t to 
adopt ſuch meaſures only as ſhall bind the affec- 
tions of the ſubject; and ſecure, equally to all, 
the invaluable privileges of our free Conſtitu- 


tion. 


. 2 n 8 
Is Dad Pr —— ae Hes 


— en TE 
- bog. 3 n Sao 6 "7 
. — — 8 
"Anas." r 
8 — 
of Footer en gt pen 
. — 


— — — — —ñ— — 


HEE 3 
5 8 5 
. a . q 
- ot; 

LEN 2 
9 1 y : - 
= 2 * . 0 
3 | | 

1 
1 * 
T5 
Fo 
e 


— 


0 - 
i — — Er” * 2 
mn . Wer — — ks 1 Pe. 
i — . G . * — 2 5 ; — 
* ” — ror ne bo gr - hs " 8 BY 9 8 = _— —_— - - 
- 8 * _ . - > at $I * hs a — + — — — —— . . — — — * - 
— — 2 2228 S I = TACT > * OT... - C > = — 
— JT _ - * 7 — - A = - £5 a 0 = - — . 
: "Ws * n N — 
22 ͤ ³˙· A by 


1 


* 


. TRE ſuperiority of rank which his late Ma- 
jeſty, empowered by a clauſe in an act of Par- 
liament paſſed in the year 1753, was pleaſed to 
confer on the officers of his own army, over 
thoſe of the Eaſt- India Company, when em- 
ployed on the ſame ſervice, though long endured 
in ſilence, has become ſo highly prejudicial to 
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the latter, and been exerciſed in a degree ſo ex- 
tremely painful and humiliating to them, that, 

having the feelings of men, and the pride of 

ſoldiers, they could no longer behold the mor- 


tifying, and, we preſume to add, unmerited 
5 | diſtinction, 


1 
diſtinction, without endeavouring, in a becom- 
ing manner, to obtain relief. 


With this view it has been, unanimouſly, re- 
ſolved by the army, that a petition, ſigned by 
the field Officers and Captains of this eſtabliſh- 
ment, ſhould be preſented to His Majeſty, hum- 
bly and reſpectfully, ſoliciting that he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to remove the grievance under 
which the Company” s Officers have ſo long ſuf- 
fered. 


In purſuance of this reſolution petitions to 
the King, and to the Houſe of Commons, were 
drawn up by the Committee appointed for the 
purpoſe; and having received the ſignatures of 
all the field Officers and Captains, excepting 
thoſe who were on diſtant and foreign ſervice, 
were tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, to- 
gether wich one to themſelves, wherein they 
were entreated, as the immediate guardians of 
the rights of the Company's ſervants, to exert 
their influence towards the accompliſhment of 
the purpoſes aimed at, which extend no farther 
5 = a» Y 


TS 1H 


than to obtain an impartial participation of thoſe 
| privileges to which all His Majeſty's ſubjects, in 
the military line, have in common a right. 


Owing to unavoidable movements of the 
forces, the Officers who compoſed the firſt Com- 
mittee have been ſeparated; but the army being « 

determined to proſecute, ſteadily, their purpoſe 
of carrying their humble remonſtrances to the 


Throne, and to guard, as much as poſſible, 


againſt ſimilar obſtruction by future changes in 


the diſpoſition of the troops, reſolved to elect for 


that purpoſe a permanent Committee of Officers, 
whoſe ſituations in the ſervice render it neceſſary 


for them to reſide chiefly at the ſeat of Govern- 
a 


And we, "Gs have had the TEMA of being 
fo elected, encloſe to your Lordſhip a copy of 
the petition intended for His Majeſty, and beg 
leave to add a few arguments and obſervations i in 


Illuſtration of it. 
It may be remarked, that, when this ſuperi- 
| ority of rank was conferred on the King's Offi- 
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. 
cers, the authority of the Company was confined 
within the narraw limits of their factories, and 
that the troops in their pay were ſo few as 
ſcarcely to admit the name of an army. 


But ſince that time, through a variety of oc⸗ 
currences, and the efforts of military exertions, 
they have acquired territorial poſſeſſions of ſuch 
_ vaſt extent as to be an object of great national 
importance; for the preſervation and ſecurity of 
Fhich large armies are conſtantly on foot, and 
the Officers and men compoſing them, by con- 
tinued practice, have arrived at a degree of per- 
fection in diſcipline, not ſurpaſſed by European 
troops, as has been fully evinced by the conduct 
of the Company's forces in the wars in the Car- 
natic, on the coaſt of Malabar, and beyond the 
Jumna ; wherein, as well as in former wars, 
their Officers have diſplayed as much profeſſional 
| knowledge, have been as forward, and bled as 
freely as thoſe gentlemen who had the honour to 


bear His Majeſty's commiſſions ; nor has the de- 
_ termined courage of their ſoldiers been leſs con- 

Label And hence we e may be allowed, with 
3 15 


wt 


44 2 he 

ſubmiſſion, to infer, that however neceſſary the 

diſtinction of rank may have been judged in 

the infancy of the Company's authority, the con- 
tinuance of it, after the cauſe ceaſed, by a regu- 


lar and formidable military eſtabliſhment of 
their own, is unphiloſophical, unmerited, and 


unjuft. 


Having, we preſume, removed every ground 


of objection, on account of alledged profeſſional 


inferiority, we ſhall proceed to ſhew your Lord- 


ſhip, that in ſome points, and thoſe of im- 


portance, the Company's Officers poſſeſs a ma- 
nifeſt ſuperiority over thoſe of His Majeſty. 


By entering into the ſervice at early ages, the 


conſtitutions of thoſe who ſurvive become aſſimi- 


lated to the climate; they acquire, by a conſtant 
and indiſpenſable intercourſe with the natives, a | 
familiar acquaintance with the languages, man- 
ners, and cuſtoms of the men compoſing our own 


armies, and a knowledge of the politics and con- 
nections of the Princes around them. 


And 
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And although ignorant men may diſregard 
theſe qualifications, or deſigning men affect to 
deſpiſe them, we are perſuaded it cannot eſcape 
your Lordſhip's penetration how eſſential they 


are towards i inviting and conciliating the natives 
to the ſervice, 


It is evident that, in this country, neither the 
duties of the parade, nor the field of action, 
could be conducted by the moſt able tactitions, 
without a ready uſe of the Aſiatic languages; 
nor is it poſſible to gain and preſerve the affee- 
tions of an army, ſo variouſly compoſed, with- 
out indulging, in ſome degree, the prejudices of 
their different tribes, which can only be done by 
Officers, who, through long intercourſe and ap- 
plication, have attained a knowledge of their re- 
ligions and manners. 


If theſe poſitions be, as we believe they are, 
incontrovertible, it follows that any regulation 
which loſes fight of, or counteracts them, is un- 
doubtec ) impolitic. _— . - 


The 


LF | 
The riſe in the Company's armies, though re- 
gular, is far from rapid; the Colonels and Lieu- 
tenant Colonels belonging to them have ſerved 
from eighteen to thirty years; and not an Officer 


has of late arrived at the rank of Major in leſs 


than fifteen, nor of a Captain i in leſs than twelve 


years; and we have now, though at the cloſe of 


a war, Subalterns of thirteen years ſtanding, 


who would be commanded by His Majeſty's 


Subalterns, who had not borne commiſſions as 


many days. 


If the length of ſervice of the King's Officers 
now in India be compared with the above, the 


difference, in every rank, will be found to be ex- 


ceſſive. It would be invidious to point out 


any particular perſons ; but we may be allowed 
to ſay, that ſome of His Majeſty's Officers now 


enjoying the rank of Colonel, or Lieutenant 
Colonel, were not in being; and few of them 


emancipated from ſchool, when many of the 


gentlemen, whom we have the honour to repre- 


ſent, were rendering brilliant andi important ſer⸗ 


vices 
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33 
vices to their country, by eſtabliſhing the * 
of the Britiſh nation in Hindoſtan. 


If to this diſparity, in point of ſetvice, be- 
tiveen Officers of the ſame rank, be added the 
advantages which His Majeſty's Officers derive 
from brevet commiſſions, by virtue whereof 
they obtain an advance of one, or even two de- 
grees of rank, and alſo the great diſproportion 
in number between the General and Field Officers 
in the King's and Company's forces, it cannot be 
denied that the Company's Officers have the 
greateſt reaſon to conſider themſelves grievouſly 
: TE and degraded. 


It is to repreſent theſe circumſtances, that, in 
all humility, the Officers of this army have pre- 
\ ſumed to approach the Throne, which became 
| neceſſary, becauſe the injuries complained of 
can only be removed by the Royal authority ; 
and we hope, that our gracious Sovereign will 
not deem unworthy his conſideration the humble 

addreſs of ſo numerous and reſpectable a body 
| of his military os, as compoſe the Com- 
pany's 


I I 

pany's armies 3 but that he will be pleaſed to 
annihilate that diſtinction, which has operated ſo 
much to their prejudice and humiliation, and 
permit them to rank on a footing of equality 
vith his own Officers, when ** together in 
India. 


We are ſtrongly flattered in theſe hopes by 


the late exertions of this equitable rule in fa- 
vour of the Militia in England, and Provin- 
cials in America, who were heretofore under 


the ſame diſadvantage as the Company's Offi 
cers now are; for as it was found expedient to 
aboliſh the former invidious diſtinction, in juſ- 


' tice to Gentlemen who only take up arms oc- 
caſionally, we hope His Majeſty will not deem 


it reaſonable, that it ſhould continue to operate 
againſt thoſe who have followed the profeſſion 


from their infancy, and who tenaciouſly che- 
riſh thoſe principles of Military Honour, 


which teaching them to feel their own importance, 
and to believe that they are worthy of being on a 


level with His Majeſty's moſt deſerving ſuljecbs, 
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muſt ever male them impatient under unremitted 
flight and degradation. 


The hardſhip complained of in the Petition, 
though in itſelf of magnitude, 1s not the ex- 
tent of the evil, which we are apprehenſive may 
ariſe from the undue preference given to His 
_ Majeſty's Officers: for though it was hoped, 
that the concluſion of the war, in the courſe of 
which the Company's Officers have acquired an 
equal ſhare of applauſe with the King's, would 
have put a termination to the poignant ſuffer- 
ings of the Gentlemen, whom we have the 
| honour to repreſent, by the recall of His Ma- 
jeſty's forces from India, yet there is now too 
much reaſon to ſuppoſe, that all His Majeſty's 
Officers in this ſection of the globe will be in- 
troduced into the Company's ſervice, with their 
reſpective ranks, or that, by their continuance, 
ſuperceſſions, which have hitherto been felt as 
: temporary only, will become permanent and in- 
ſupportable to men of pride and dignity of mind. 
If this ſhould happen, ſeveral of His Ma- 
felt $ Officers, now in India, would ſupercede 
even 


even our r Commanders in Chief; many, our Co- 


Jonels and Lieutenant Colonels, moſt of them, 


our Majors and Captains, and all of them, our 


great body of Subalterns: beſides, if the prac- 


tice of admitting His Majeſty's Officers into the 
Company's s ſervice be commenced, we may na- 
turally expect that it will be perſevered in, and 
that new Officers will be annually ſent from 


Europe, who till ſuperſeding thoſe of the 
Company, would cauſe ſuch exceſſive mortifi- 


cations, and ſuch a ſtop to promotion, as would 
undoubtedly tend to deſtroy the attachment and 


ardour of thoſe officers, who have devoted the 


moſt valuable ſeaſon of their lives to the ſervice 
of the Nation, though in the pay of the Com- 
pany, and on whoſe fidelity and vigour the ſafety 

of the Britiſh Aſia muſt in a great meaſure de- 
pend. 5 


If theſe ſuperceſſions, which, we apprehend, 
ſhould take place, it is obvious, that the King's 


Officers would come with ſuch advanced rank 


into the Company's ſervice, as to poſſeſs them of 


every military ſtation of importance; and thus 
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all the advantages, which the Company's Offi- 
cers may fairly be ſuppoſed to have acquired, 
from long ſervice in India, would at once be 
loft, Not only juſtice, therefore, to above 
two thouſand Officers, under the Company's 

Prefidencies, who are all equally intereſted in 
the iſſue of this buſineſs, and who have ever 
deſerved well of their King and of their Coun- 
try, but reaſon and policy for bid this innova- 
tion. His Majeſty's Officers can return on leave 
to Europe in the enjoyment of their Commiſ- 
ſions and ſubſiſtance, and may come back with 
| additional rank, either acquired by Court in- 
fluence, or weight of purſe; but the Compa- 
ny's | Officers, in a ſtate of exile, cannot quit 
this country, without relinquiſhing the ſervice, 
and loſing their pay.“ Thus they are not only 
liable 


. 

* Since this Letter was written, the Govenor General 
and Council, in order to reduce the military diſburſements, 
by ſaving the Batta, Houſe-rent, Tent- allowance, and 
other charges neceſſarily connected with the military ſervice 
in India, publiſhed advertiſements, offering permiſſion to 
| officers to come to 0 Europe, on leave of abſence on their 


Pay, , 


_ 


EB x 
liable to the mortifications of particular inju- 
ries, but ſubject to the indignity of a general 


and lafting ſuperceſſion of every rank, without 


the poſſibility of availing themſelves of any of | 


the means by which advancements are attainable 
in His Majeſty's ſervice. In a word, they ſuffer 
ſeverely by all the evils, without participating in £ 
any degree in the advantages of the prevailing 
practices in His Majeſty's Army, And here 
your Lordſhip will permit us to obſerve, and to 
requeſt that you will be pleaſed to ſtate, moſt 


pay, to be drawn by their attornies in India, or half pay, 
receivable in England, Many Officers accepted of the firſt 


alternative: but no ſooner did they arrive in England, than 
the Court of Directors, in direct violation of the. ſponta- 
' neous agreement of the Adminiſtration abroad, which are 
unqueſtionably binding in the Company, ſignified, in form, 
to the Gentlemen who came home on their pay, receivable 


in India, that if they would not accept of the half, in- 
Read of the full pay promiſed to them, and even enter into 


bonds to refund what their agents may already have drawn, 


they muſt confider themſelves as out of the ſervice, expecting, 


no doubt, that this threat of inſtant diſmiſſion will deter 5 
Officers from ſeeking redreſs. But it behoves their conſti- _ 
tuents, the Proptietors—and, indeed, it behoves higher 
E powers, to conſider how far ſuch conduct is juſlifiable and 


Wile, | 


parts 
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particularly to His Majeſty, that in armies, 
where the fair practice of progreſſive riſe has 


been firmly eſtabliſhed, ſuperceſſions of any 


kind muſt ever be more odious, and more gal- 


lung and intolerable, than where promotion is 


daily obtained, without ſervice, through inte- 
reſt, or by purchaſe, | 


We are fully ſenlible, that the requeſts of 
this army may poſſibly meet with oppoſition 
from the King's Officers, who are intereſted to 
defeat the ſucceſs of them; but the reputation, 


which your Lordſhip bears for a correct and 
upright adminiſtration of juſtice, gives us te- 
ſon, confidently, to truſt, that your Lordſhip, 

F who are placed in an exalted ſtation, near His 
Majeſty's perſon, to attend to the complaints of 
Britiſh ſubjects, however far removed from the 


Mother Country, and to convey them to the 
Royal ear, will not ſuffer any preCileEions to 


warp you from the duties of your lofty fitua- 


tion, nor to bias your mind againſt policy and 
public juſtice, 


For 


[ 15 J 
For as it is the duty of His Majeſty's confi- 
dential ſervants to ſuggeſt to his Royal mind, 
their honeſt opinions, on the complaints of any 


body of his people; and as we believe that, 


independent of ſuch a ſenſe of duty, your own 
love of juſtice, which gives a luſtre to your 


high rank, will prompt your Lordihip to aid 


the rays of Royal wiſdom, you will, no doubt, 


hold out to his Majeſty's view the enterpriſing 
ſpirit, by which the Aſiatic dominions have been 


acquired, and the wonderful policy by which 


they are preſerved. Your Lordſhip will ſhew 


him, that it is by the addreſs of a handful of 
his gallant ſubjects, who, in the midſt of hoſ- 
tile millions, have been able, by the advantage 
of the peculiar qualifications already mentioned, 
to conciliate the natives to his ſervice, and to 


make them even the inſtruments of maintain- 


ing the conqueſt over themſelves. 


In contemplating a little further on this fb 


. ject, it will naturally occur, that the connec- 


tion between the Britiſh Empire, and its Eaſ- 


tern Dominions, as well as the preſervation of 


the 


wards. — ww 
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ok latter depend upon the loyalty and affection 
of the great Body of Officers, who by the vi- 
gour and policy of their conduct, have ob- 
tained ſuch an aſcendency over the Soldiers of 
mum, 1 


This loyalty, we confidently hope, will al- 
ways remain unſhaken, and this affection una- 
bated. We truſt in God, alſo, that the hundred 

thouſand regulars, whom his Majeſty will ſre 
in the returns, carried home by the late Adju- 
tant General of India, will ever be employed 
in ſupporting the honour and dignity of his 

Crown; and if it be remembered, that they 

recently bayoneted ſome of the braveſt ſons of 
France, at their guns, the merits of the Offi- | 
cers, who have brought them to that point of 
diſcipline, will no longer be neglected. 


But every Britiſn mind knows, that there is 
a reciprocity of obligation between a State and 
its ſubjects, and that in return, for the al. 
legiance of the latter, Juſtice, in impartial 
ſcales, is due from the former. Go 


His 


E 
His Majeſty has communicated the benign in- 
fluence of this equitable and fundamental prin- 
_ Ciple to the Hanoverian troops. The Officers of 


this army regard theſe as their fellow ſubjects; 


but they have too juſt a reſpect for themſelves to 
admit, that any claſs of the King's Britiſh, much 


leſs of his foreign ſubjects, have any pretenſions 


to pre-eminence over them. 


It is repugnant to every maxim of the Britiſh 
_ Conſtitution, and the Royal underſtanding is too 
enlarged, and too replete with wiſdom, to con- 


tinue a ſyſtem, which ignominiouſly diſcriminates 


one part of his military ſubjects from the other, 
without any ſolid benefit to the State; for it is 
impoſlible, that any good can reſult from wounding 
the pride of gentlemen of liberal minds, who have, 
on every occaſion, honourably diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the ſervice of their country; 
Whereas, by perſiſting in it, ſuch jealoufies and 
heart-burnings may be excited between the King's | 
and Company's Officers, as might be very de- 


ſtructive of that unity of ſoul, and harmony of 
action, which are fo neceſſary to invigorate, and 
=. | give 
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give ſucceſs to the enterpriſe of combined « ay 


mies. 


If it be objected that the gentlemen for whom 
we act, are in the pay of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, may it not be anſwered, that they neverthe- 


leſs are the ſervants of the State; that they tread 


the ſame fields of honour with the Officers who 


bear His'Majeſty's commiſſions, and are as for- 
ward in ſupporting the intereſt of the nation, 


and the glory of the Crown? But this is not 
all—for are not His Majeſty s Officers, in India, 
to all intents and purpoſes, in the ſervice of the 


Company? We have the authority of Parliament 


for aſſerting that they are; the Company's trea- 
 furies not only yield them ſubſiſtence, but every 


extra allowance, with which they find it neceſſary 
to indulge Wee, own Officers in this climate. 


Nor is it a ſmall aggravation of the grievances 


impoſed on this army that their immediate maſ- 


ters pay for Officers, generally young and un- 
practiſed in the arts of war, to ſuperſede their 15 
own Officers of bong & ſervice and experience; and 


although 


N 
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although we allow the higheſt deference, and all 
the virtues that can be attributed, to the commiſ- 


fions, which theſe gentlemen bear, we believe it 
to be impoſſible that they ſhould communicate 
ſuperiority of talents, or ſupply the want of long 
practice in the profeſſion of arms; and yet we 
know not any other ground on Which theſe gen- 


tlemen can claim a title to precedence : indeed 


ve impute their having preſerved it ſo long en- 


tirely to a neglect of this army, in not having 


made complaints earlier to His Majeſty, who, as | 


the common father of his people, ſtudies the 
happineſs of the whole with equal and unbiaſſed 


affection. 


We wiſh to flatter ourſclves, that the period at 


Which the Company's Officers have choſen, in 


all humility, to approach the Throne, will be 


deemed highly ſeaſonable — not amidſt the ſtrife 
of arms, when His Majeſty's attentions were 


engaged in nobly defeating the inſidious combi- 


nations of his numerous enemies, did the Officers 


of the Indian armies ſeek to take advantage of 
the times, to intrude their complaints on their 
E 2 5 King, 
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King, or diſturb his ear with their murmurs: 


but, like true citizens, they ſolicit the Royal pro- 
tection at the termination of an arduous war, in 


which they have ſupported the reputation of 
good ſoldiers, and have given ſignal proofs of 


obedience, by their cheerful co-operation with 


His Majeſty's Officers, under the moſt painful 
ſenſations, that could be produced from deeply- 


N wounded feelings. 


Theſe are conſiderations which, joined to 


the evident juſtice of their repreſentations, we 
are humbly confident, will make laſting impreſ- 
ſions on the generofity and benevolence of the 
Royal breaſt ; eſpecially when ſupported by the 


ſound reaſoning, which we wiſh to believe, your 


Lordſhip, and His Majeſty” s other confidential 


ſervants, will reſpectfoli lay before him in fa. 


your of this army. 


Unequal as we confeſs ourſelves to conduct 
the cauſe wich ability adequate to the juſtice of 
it, or even to expreſs with ſufficient energy our 
own feelings on the ſubject, we truſt, enough has 


os 


been 
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beth aid to eſtabliſh on your Lordſhip! Fraind a 
complete conviction, that the great body of : 
| Officers, on whoſe behalf we have the honour to 
| addreſs you, for the information of His Ma- 
jeſty, are oppreſſed with grievances, which it 
will be both wiſe and juſt to remove; and we beg 
leave to rely on your Lordſhip's endeavours fo 
to repreſent their ſituation to His enlightened and C 
auguſt Majeſty, as to incline him favourably to 5 
their petition, and graciouſly to afford them chat 
relief which, as a ſociety of gentlemen, whoſe F: 
lives have been moſt zealouſly deveted to his : 


ſervice, they feel they ro; and humbly hope 
to obtain. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


, 


Fort William, 


| January 31, 1784. 
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